duration

4 weeks: from July 8, 2013 to August 2, 2013.
120 hours of lectures (53) and field visits (67 hours).
The course is organized in modules which can be taken separately:
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Further information on the schedule is available on following
webpage (LINK)

Coordinator: Carlos Garcia Vazquez
student

Profile

This course is meant for different categories of people, although it
will be more appealing to people with architectural background. It
is designed for both undergraduate and postgraduate students, as
well as for professionals or state government employees.
language of instruction

Modules will be taught either in Spanish or English on different
timetables.
contents and structure

The course covers the study of Spanish cities and architecture of the
past four decades, which coincides with the democratic era in Spain.
Since then, the country has become a benchmark in architecture,
urban planning and urban design. This reputation is based on a
cutting edge of radical thought but at the same time, very sensibly
takes account of historical, traditional or environmental issues.
The professors of the course are mainly regular teaching staff of
the High School of Architecture of Seville. It will also occasionally
count on the faculty from the Universities of Granada, Madrid and
Barcelona. Some architects will also be invited to explain their work
in site. Field trips will complete the topics covered in the lectures.
Seville, Cordoba, Granada, Madrid and Barcelona will be the focus
of the course.
The course consists of four modules, each of which will examine
particular aspects of Spanish urban and architecture highlights.
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objectives

1.Provide an overview of the Spanish architecture, town planning
and urban design of the last four decades.
2.Study the theoretical foundations for the implementation of the
abovementioned architecture.
3.To analyse problems and conditions arising from past or present
circumstances, and the appropriate solutions, focusing on three
priority issues: property, social housing and public space.
4.Enhance the understanding of the idea behind the architectural
and urban changes: sustainability, social awareness, participation,
respect for history and identity, etc..
-5.Provide immediate knowledge of the most iconic works in Seville,
Cordoba, Granada, Madrid and Barcelona.

Modules
Module 1: “urban and architectural change in Spain: 1975-

2013”.
This module will introduce students to the fundamentals
underlying the above mentioned urban and architectural changes.
The module is organized in two levels. The first one will focus on
urban transformation: problems arising from the dictatorship era,
the industrial and residential decay resulting from the oil crisis, the
organization of major events as a strategy for urban revitalization
(the Expo of Seville and the Barcelona Olympics), the economic
boom of the 1997-2007 decade and the current situation after
the 2008 crisis. The second one will address specific architectural
issues related to those years: movements and trends (from Critical
Regionalism to Global Architecture), topics such as sustainability,
heritage, social housing and public space. It will also cover the
study of renowned Spanish architects such as Rafael Moneo, Oriol
Bohigas, Cruz & Ortiz and architects of the youngest generation.
Module 1 includes field trips to different sites of architectural
interest in Seville: the technological area and Expo’92 site, Isla de
la Cartuja, the ultra modern structure Metropol Parasol located in
La Encarnacion square, streets converted into pedestrian walkways,
social housing structures, renovated historical buildings and
alternative mobility facilities (bike path, subway etc.).

Module 2: “Heritage: city and architecture.”

This module will promote the awareness of heritage as a way
of perceiving the architectural structure and nature of the city.
This awareness creation will enable students to understand the
important contemporary and scenic aspects of Spanish architecture.
The study will analyse the roots of this complex perception of
heritage. It will consider the almost simultaneous occurrence of
the following events: the Convention Concerning the Protection of
World Cultural and Natural Heritage; the oil crisis, and the decline
of Franco’s dictatorship. Special attention will be paid to the impact
of the post-modern architectural Italian movement ” La Tendeza”
on the Spanish architecture of the democratic transition.

It will also present an overview of Spanish architecture up to date,
focussing on recent urban changes and its future potentials.
Module 2 includes field trips to conservation and maintenance of
historical buildings and urban areas: the historic center of Cordoba,
the Mezquita, Medina Azahara, the Alhambra, Generalife and the
historic urban landscape of city of Granada.

Module 3: “Social housing: redefining domesticity.”
Module 3 will promote a critical review of the development of social
housing in our country in the last fifty years. The methodology will
not be straight forward, but rather, back and forth form particular
to general cases.
Students will learn the recent history of social housing in the first
sessions, and then make a critical review of the past that will enable
them to confront the new challenges of contemporary living.
Madrid will be the venue chosen for the practical exposition of this
module, since the city, due to its economic expansion, that lasted
until 2006, promoted a vibrant construction activity resulting in a
collection of diverse residential construction samples.
This module includes field trips to Madrid every Thursday and Friday.
Visits will be made to the historical center of the city and to its
peripheral areas: Sanchinarro, Vallecas and Carabanchel. Technical
guidance will be provided by MVRDV & Lleó, Paredes & Pedrosa,
Selgas-Cano, Chipperfield, Alberola - Diaz Maurino - Martorell,
Untercio Studio, Carrilho da Graça, Burgos & Garrido, Frechilla &
Pelaez, Sancho & Madridejos, Aranguren & Gallegos, Morphosis,
Matos & M. Arets Castillo and others.
Module 4: “Public Space: citizenship and urban environment”

Public space is a significant indicator of the state of the city. The
module will trace an architectural track, that starts from the most
monumental areas up to public spaces that support innovative
social participation and expression processes.
The module will study the regeneration of public spaces as a strategy
to revitalize socio-cultural and economic aspects of certain urban
areas. It will also explore the use of public art in urban development,
which could be comparable to the use of acupuncture in medicine.
Barcelona will be used as a case study, since the city experienced
significant urban transformations due to the hosting the 1992
Olympics. (“Barcelona, posa’t guapa” Barcelona, get beautiful!).
These transformations later set the pace for new public policies. The
city then became a reference point, the “Barcelona Model”, which
has exerted great influence on the rest of the Spanish cities and
also in Europe.
Module 4 includes a field trip to the city, visiting historical and
typical sites and also less known peripheral areas: public spaces
connected to the city center (Gracia, Ramblas, el Barrio Gótico, el
Borne, El Ensanche) peripheral public spaces (Nou Barris, Sagrera),
new public spaces related to the memory of the Civil War (Turo de
la Rovira) and public congress venues (Parc del Fòrum).

